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THE  OUD  ELM  OF  ^EWBURY, 


HANNAH    F  GOULD. 


Did  cvi  r  it  cuiiic  in  ynur  way  to  pass, 
Tlio  silvery  iiund,  witli  its  friiiKi!  of  K''ii.ss, 
And  tliri'a<ling  tinj  laui!  liard  liy,  to  sen 
Th(_'  vi'tcraii  rhn  of  Nt-wbury? 

You  saw  liow  its  roots  liad  gnusped  tlic  Rround, 
As  if  it  )uul  felt  tliat  tlic  cartli  went  round,  ' 
And  fiistc-ncd  tlicni  down  with  dcti  rniincd  will 
To  ki'cp  it  steady  and  hold  it  still. 
1  ts  ayrd  trunk,  so  stately  andstronj,'. 
Has  braved  tlu'  blii-sts  as  they've  ruslied  alongr. 
Its  head  lias  towered  and  its  arms  have  spread, 
Whili-  more-  than  a  hundred  years  have  fled! 

Well,  that  old  elm,  that  is  now  so  Rraiid, 

Wiis  once  a  twig  in  the  rustic  liand 

Of  a  youtliful  jjeasaiit,  who  went  one  ni^'lit 

To  visit  his  love,  by  the  tender  lijjht 

Of  the  modest  moon  and  her  twinkling  liost; 

Wliih'  the  stars  that  lighted  his  bosom  most. 

And  gave  to  his  lont'ly  feet  theii-  s])eed. 

Abode,  in  a  eottage  beyond  tlie  mead. 

'Twas  tlu-  peaceful  close  of  a  sumim  r's  day  ; 

Its  gloi'ious  orlj  had  passed  away  ; 

The  toil  of  the  field  till  morn  had  eeased, 

For  a  season  of  rest  to  man  and  bi-ast. 

The  mother  had  silenced  her  liumming  wheel. 

The  father  returned  for  the  evening  meal 

The  thanlcs  of  one  who  had  chosen  the  part 

Of  the  poor  in  sjnrit,  the  rich  in  heart, 

Wlio,  having  the  soul's  grand  panacea,  '  ' 

Feel  all  is  added  that's  n.'edful  here,  ,,:V 

And  know  this  truth  of  the  hunuiii  bn-ast,  ' 

That  zmiuting  little  is  being  blest. 

The  g<iod  old  man  in  his  chair  reclined. 

At  a  humble  door,  with  a  i)eaceful  mind ; 

While  the  di'ops  from  his  sun-bui  iit  brow  wer 


By  the  cool,  sweet  air  of  the 


Ldried] 


■ntiih' 


Tlie  son  from  the  yoke  had  iinloeked  tlu'  bow, 

Dismissing  tlie  faithful  ox  to  go 

And  graze  in  the  cIo.m'.    Hi'  had  I'alled  the  kine 

For  their  oblation  at  day's  decline. 

He'd  gathered  and  iiumbei-cd  tlie  lambs  and 

Lshee 

And  fastened  them  up  in  their  jiiglitly  ki'ep. 
He'd  stood  by  the  coop  till  the  lii'ii  eould  bring 
Her  huddling  brood  safe  under  her  wing, 
And  made  them  secure  from  the  hooting  owl, 
Wliose  Jiiidnight  prey  wils  the  shrieking  fowl. 
When  all  was  finished,  he  S])ed  to  the  well, 
Wliere  the  old  gray  bucket  hastily  fell ; 
And  the  clear  cold  water  came  up  to  chase 
The  dust  of  the  field  from  his  neck  and  face, 
And  hands  and  feet,  till  the  youth  began. 
To  look  renewed  in  the  outer  man. 
And  soon  arrayed  in  liis  Sunday's  best, 
The  stiff  new  suit  had  done  the  rest. 
And  the  hale  young  lover  was  on  his  way, 
Where  through  the  fen  and  the  field,  it  lay; 
And  over  the  bramble,  the  brake,  and  the  grass 
As  the  shortest  cut  to  the  house  of  liis  lass. 
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It  is  not  recorded  how  long  he  stayed 
In  the  chei  i-ful  home  of  tlie  smiling  maid  ; 
But,  when  he  canie  mit,  it  was  late  and  dark 
And  sill  lit, —not  even  a  dog  would  bark 
To  take  from  his  feeling  of  loneliness. 
And  make  the  length  of  his  way  si-em  less. 
He  thought  it  was  strange  that  tlie  treacherous 

[nil  ion  J 

Should  have  given  the  world  the  slij)  so  soon  ; 

And,  whether  the  eyes  of  the  girl  liad  made 

The  stars  of  the  sky  in  his  ow  n  to  fade 

Or  not,  it  certainly  seemed  to  him 

That  eiu'h  grew  distant  and  small  and  dim. 

And  he  shuddi  red  to  think  he  M  as  now  al  m  mt 

To  take  a  long  and  lonely  route  ; 

For  he  did  not  know  what  fearful  sight 

Might  come  on  him  through  the  shadows  of 

[nighrlj 

An  elm  grew  close  by  the  cottage's  eaves. 
So  he  plucked  him  a  twig  well  clothed  witli 

[leaves:] 

And  sallying  forth  with  the  supple  arm, 
To  servi-  as  a  talisman  iiarryiiig  liai  ni, 
He  felt  that,  though  lii-,  heart  «  as  so  big, 
'T\\  as  even  the  stouter  tor  having  the  t\\  ig. 
For  this,  lie  thought ,  ^\  oiild  an.swer  to  itcli 
The  hori-ors  aw  a'y ,  as  lie  einssed  the  ditch, 
The  meadow  and  co]ise,  wlicrin,  perelianci', 
Will-o'-tlie- wisp  might  wickeilly  dance. 
And,  wielding  it,  keep  him  fi'om  having  a  cliill 
At  the  menacing  sound  of  the  "  Wliip-pooi-w  ill  I" 
And  his  llesli  from  creeping,  besiile  the  bog, 
At  the  hai  -li.  liass  voin-  of  tlie  \iewli  ss  frog. 
In  short,  he  felt  that  the  switch  would  be 
Guard,  plaything,  busini'ss,  and  comiiany. 

When  he  got  safe  home,  and  jo,yfully  found 

He  still  was  himself!  and  living  !  and  soiind! 

He  planted  the  twig  by  his  family  cot. 

To  stand  as  a  monument,  marking  the  spot 

It  helped  him  to  reach,  and  what  was  still  more 

Because  it  had  grown  by  hi.s  fair  one's  door. 

The  twig  tonic  root,  and,  as  time  flew  by. 

Its  liDUglis  .spread  wide  and  its  head  grew  high  ; 

While  tlie  priest's  good  service  had  long  been 

[done,  ] 

Which  made  the  youth  and  the  maiden  one, 
And  their  young  scions  ai-ose  and  played 
Around  the  tree,  in  its  leafy  shade. 

But  many  and  many  a  .year  has  tied 

Since  they  were  gathered  among  the  dead; 

And  now  their  names,  with  the  mo.ss  o'ergrown 

Are  veiled  from  sight  on  the  churchyard  stone 

That  leans  away  ,  in  a  lingering  fall, 

And  owns  the  power  that  shall  level  all 

The  works  that  the  hand  of  man  hath  wrought. 

Bring  him  to  dust,  and  his  name  to  nouglit  ; 

While,  near  in  view,  and  just  beyond 

The  gra.ssy  skirts  of  the  silver  jiond, 

In  its  "green  old  age,"  stands  the  noble  tree 

The  veteran  elm  of  New  burv. 
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HE  ship  "Mary  and  John,"  sailing  from  the  Thames  nearly  three 
centuries  ago,  severed  the  natal  ties  of  an  adventurous  company  of 
])ioneers,  who  looked  hopefully  to  the  new  world  for  the  enhvrgment 
of  their  liberties  and  their  fortunes.  The  sadness  of  parting,  the 
perils  and  discomforts  of  the  long  vogage,  in  time  passed,  and  early 
in  the  winter  of  sixteen  hundred  thirty-four  the  ship  came  to  anchor  in  the  harbor 
of  Boston,  from  whence,  with  the  advent  of  a  favorable  season,  many  were  to 
make  their  way  into  the  surrounding  country.  Of  this  number  were  the  first 
settlers  of  Newbury,  Massachusetts,  and  to  their  grants  on  the  banks  of  the  Ouas- 
cacun(iueu  ( now  Parker)  river  they  made  their  way  the  following  spring.  The 
Reverend  Thomas  I'arker,  the  spiritual  leailer  of  the  part}-,  had  come  from  New- 
bury, Ivngland,  and  in  his  honor  the  new  settlement  was  given  the  name  of  this 
medieval  town  of  the  mother  country.  The  plantation,  as  it  was  then  termed, 
contained  men  of  learning,  of  ability,  and  of  means,  and  important  enterprises 
were  at  once  begun  which  laid  the  foundation  for  the  town,  and  its  offspring  the 
city  of  Newburyport,  both  of  which  have  borne  an  important  part  in  the  history 
of  our  country. 

Our  imagination  hardly  serves  to  reali/.e  the  remoteness  of  this  period,  l)ut  if, 
through  our  interest  in  the  parent  town,  we  follow  the  years  backward  to  the 
eleventh  century,  when  it  first  appeared  in  history  under  this  name,  we  must 
utterly  fail  to  comprehend  the  real  significance  of  the  inter\  al. 

The  beginnings  of  this  old  world  town  are  lost  in  a  vague  anticjuity  that  hints 
of  the  early  Celts,  who  occupied  the  country  before  the  coming  of  the  Romans  in 
the  second  century.  Relics  of  the  latte.  are  numerous;  their  roads  ma}- yet  be 
seen  ;  and  they  left  the  name  "  vSpinae,"  \  ariously  rendered  "  Spinus,"  "  Spone," 
and  ''  Speen,"  to  designate  their  station  on  the  route  tra'  elcd  by  Antoninus  I'ius. 
This,  later  called  Speenhamland,  was  the  nucleus  from  \vhich  may  be  said  to  have 
grown,  by  the  coming  of  the  Saxon,  the  seltlement,  precarious  and  nameless  for 
centuries,  finally  to  be  known  as  "  New  Bourg  "  and  Newbury. 

The  south  bank  of  the  river  Kennet,  soon  to  merge  its  waters  with  the  Thames, 
favored  the  peaceful  life  of  the  new  invaders  more  than  did  the  former  Roman 
military  camp  a  mile  to  the  northward;  and  the  fruitful  valley  sustained  them 
after  the  manner  of  those  dark  ages, — -recordless  but  for  relics  turned  up  by  the 
plow, —  until  the  dawning  light  of  the  eleventh  century  reveals  an  ecclesiastical 
settlement  firmly  established  under  the  Norman  succession,  from  which  all  real 
history  dates. 
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l'"or  the  following 
century  this  is  chiefly 
concerned  with  the  af- 
f;iirs  of  Ivrnulf  de  Ilesd- 
ing  and  other  possessors 
of  the  manor,  their  pat- 
rotiage  of  the  church 
and  monastery,  and  the 
neighboring  priory  of 
vSandelford.  The  natural 
activities  of  a  flourishing 
couimiinity  are  evident, 
liowever,  and  we  find 
mention  in  the  record  of 
the  court  of  chancery, 
in  the  year  1205,  of  a  Ful- 
1  in;,'  .Mill,  and  "  anotlier 
-Mill,"  as  v.ell  as  a  Town 
Market.  One  of  the  most 
stirring  events  of  this 
period  of  the  town's  his- 
tory is  the  siege  of  the 
castle  of  Newbury  by 
King  vStephen,  in  1152. 
The  account  of  this 
struggle  is  contained  in 
a  French  poem  of  nearly 
twenty  thousand  lines, 
comprising  the  history  of 
William  IMarshall,  Earl 
of  Pembroke,  son  of  John 
Marshall,  one  of  the  niort 
\aliant  supporters  of 
the  Empress  Matilda 
against  Stephen.  It 

relates  with  much  detail  the  king's  demand  for  the  surrender  of  the  castle,  the 
truce  to  enable  the  defenders  to  secure  the  aid  of  John  Marshall,  and  the  rendering 
of  his  son  William,  the  hero,  as  a  hostage  ;  how  John  Marshall  strengthened  the 
garrison  in  the  interval,  and  continued  to  hold  it  in  spite  of  the  risk  to  his  son's 
life,  which  is  menaced  several  times  by  decision  of  King  Stephen  as  a  penalty  for 
the  father's  breach  of  the  practices  of  truce,  but  each  time  is  saved  by  his  innocent 
fearlessness,  which  wins  the  affection  of  the  king.  With  Stephen's  reverses  else- 
where the  siege  was  raised,  and  the  prisoners,  including  both  vStephen  and 
Matilda  as  well  as  William  Marshall  were  exchanged,  with  the  empress,  for 
whom  Newbury  had  held  out,  in  power.  No  vestige  nor  adetjuate  description  of 
this  castle  now  remains,  but  its  place  in  the  town's  achievements  is  commemorated 
by  its  adoption  as  the  municipal  arms. 

The  gradual  evolution  of  Newbury  from  a  feudal  village  to  the  peaceful  town 
of  later  days  was  marked  by  many  interesting  episodes,  in  which,  from  its  proxim- 
ity to  London  and  Windsor  and  its  situation  on  an  important  road,  royalty  was 
frequently  an  actor.    One  of  these  is  chronicled  as  follows  : 

"  On  Ash  Wednesday  (4  March,  124S ),  a  great  tournament  was  begun  at  New- 
bury amongst  the  knights  of  England,  that  they  might  prove  their  knightly 
prowess  and  strength;  As  the  King  was  favorable  to  it,  it  begun  and  eiuled  well. 
At  this  tournament  William,  the  King's  half-brother,  surnamed  de  Valentia  a 
young  tiro,  entered  with  courageous  presumption,  to  acquire  a  distinguished  title 
for  knighthood;  but,  being  tender  in  age  and  not  of  his  full  strengtli,  he  could 
not  sustain  the  attack  of  hardy  and  nuirtial  knights,  and  falling,  lost  manv 
(courses),  being  soundly  beaten  that  he  might  learn  the  first  steps  of  knight- 
hood." 


NEWBURY   BRIDGE   BUILT   IN  1769 
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SAINT  NICHOLAS'  CHURCH  BUILT  BETWEEN 
1509-1533  LARGELY  AT  THE  CHARGE  OF 
JOHN    WINCHCOMBE    "JACK    OF  NEWBURY" 


During  the 
Wars  of  the  Roses, 
when  the  Duke  of 
York  was  gather- 
ing his  sutjporters 
at  Calais  for  an  in- 
vasion of  Englanrl, 
King  11  e  u  r  y  he- 
came  alarmed  at 
the  Pretender's 
strength,  and  un- 
dertook to  thwart 
him  by  searching 
out  and  arresting 
his  chief  adher- 
ants.  This  move- 
ment was  inaugu- 
rated at  Newbury, 
and  is  recorded  by 
a  contemporary 
writer ; 

"  1460.  In  the 
m  e  n  e  t  y  m  e  the 
erlle  of  Wylsliire 
tresuer  of  Kng- 
land,  tlie  lorde 
Scales,  and  the 
lorde  llungreford, 
having  I  he  Kynges 
c  o  m  m  y  s  s  y  o  n  e  , 
went  to  the  toune 
of  Newbury,  the 
whyche  longed  to 
the  duk  of  York, 
and  there  made 
imiuysycione  of 
alle  thayiiie  that 
in  any  wysc  had 
s  h  e  w  e  d  any  fa- 
uoure  or  benyuol- 
uhcreof  souie  were  found 
other  inbabitantes  of  the 


cni  e  or  f rt  ndshy])])e  to  the  sayde  duk,  or  to  any  of  In  ^  : 
gylty,  and  were  drawe,  hanged,  and  quartered,  and  alk 
forseyde  touuc  were  sjioyled  of  alle  thcyre  goodes." 

Many  jjroniinent  gentlemen  of  Newburv  paid  the  penaltv  of  the  failure  of  the 
Duke  of  lUickingham's  revolt  against  King  Richard  III  in  1-IS3.  They  took  up 
arms  with  the  former,  and  with  others  of  lierksliire  assembled  at  Newbury, 
October  IS,  1-IS3,  proclaimed  Richmond  King  of  England.  Their  cause  was 
worthy,  but  fate  had  marked  other  lines  for  history,  and  defeat  and  spoliation 
were  tlu'ir  portion. 

Another  uprising  to  the  credit  of  the  town  of  Newbury  is  chronicled  in  con- 
nection with  the  history  of  "Jack  of  Newbury,"  a  representative  of  the  important 
industry  of  cloth  making,  in  which  Newbury  had  long  been  prominent.  This 
Jack  of  Newbury,  originally  John  Smalhvood,  and  later  John  Wynchcombe,  li\ed 
a  useful,  free,  and  generous  life,  which  brought  him  great  popularity  and  influ- 
ence, and  has  preserved  his  memorv  as  a  local  hero  for  more  than  three  centuries. 
Toward  the  end  of  ''The  tnc^t  Pleasant  and  delectable  Historie  of  John  Winc/icombe, 
otherwise  called Jacke  of  Newberie,"  a.  pamphlet  detailing  with  much  interesting 
incident  the  rise  and  character  of  this  worthy,  the  author,  Deloney,  says: 
"  Whereupon  on  the  sodaine  every  man  was  appointed  according  to  his  abilitie  to 
be  readie  with  his  men  and  furniture  at  an  houres  warning,  on  paiue  of  death. 
Jack  of  Ncwberie  was  commandl;d  b}'  the  Justice  to  set  tnit  sixe  men,  four  armed 
with  Pikes,  and  two  Calivers,  and  to  meet  the  Queene  in  Buckinghamshire,  wlio 
was  there  raising  a  great  power  to  goe  against  the  faithlesse  King  of  Scots.  When 
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NEWTOWN   WATERS,  NEWBURY,  ENGLAND 


Jack  had  received  this  charge,  he  came  home  in  all  haste,  ami  cut  out  a  whole 
broadcloth  for  horsemen's  coatcs,  and  so  nuuii  more  as  uouhl  make  up  coates  fur 
the  number  of  a  hundred  men.  In  a  short  time  he  had  made  readie  fiftie  tall  men, 
■well  mounted  in  white  coates,  and  red  caps  with  yellow  feathers,  Demilances  in 
their  hands;  and  fiftie  armed  men  on  foot  with  Pikes,  also  in  white  coates;  everv 
man  so  expert  in  the  handling  of  his  weajjon  as  few  better  were  found  in  the  lield. 
Himself  likewise  in  compleat  armour  on  a  goodly  Barbed  horse,  and  foremost  in 
the  company  with  a  lance  in  his  hand,  and  a  faire  plume  of  yellow  feathers  in  his 
creste,  and  in  this  sort  he  came  before  the  Justices:  who  at  the  first  approach  did 
not  a  little  what  he  should  be.  At  length  when  they  had  iliscovered  who  he  was, 
the  Justices  and  most  of  the  Gentlemen  gave  him  great  commendations  lor  this 
his  good  and  forward  minde  shewed  in  this  action." 

His  gallant  and  brilliant  band  of  one  hundred,  where  six  were  commanded, 
attracted  the  attention  of  Queen  Catherine  at  the  rendezvous  at  Stoucy  Strafford 
and  she  conferred  the  title  of  Gentleman  upon  Jack  and  the  members  of  his  com- 
pany ;  and  afterward  at  the  di  persal  of  his  troo])s,  wlien  they  had  received  the 
news  of  the  success  of  their  caa,.e  at  the  battle  of  I'lodden  h'ield,  she  placed  about 
his  neck  "a  riche  chaine  of  gold  "  as  a  token  of  her  gratitude.  That  other  sons  of 
Newbury  were  in  the  field  and  fighting  in  this  cause  is  shown  \)y  this  historical 
rhyme,  a  type  which,  like  the  rune  and  the  saga  of  more  primitive  times,  pre- 
serves in  a  form  suited  for  vocal  transmission  the  story  of  — 

"FLODDKN  hTICLD. 
Thu  Nrwhekrik  Akchkks.    Ax  Oi.d  Historical  Song. 

"  Come  Archers  learne  the  News  I  telle 

To  Honoure  of  your  Arte, 
The  Scottyshe  Kinge  at  Flodden  felle 

Bye  the  poynte  of  an  Knglyshe  Dartc. 
Thoughe  Fyre  and  Pyke  dyd  Wond'rous  thynges 

More  wonders  stylle  dyd  wee. 
And  every  Tongue  with  rapture  syngs 

Of  the  Laddes  of  Newberrie. 
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INTERIOR  OF  SAINT  NICHOLAS'  CHURCH    RESTORED  1866-67. 
LENGTH  140   FEET,   MEAN   BREADTH   74  FEET. 


,  ,     "  The  Bonnie  Laddes  of  Wcstmorelande 

And  the  Chesshyrc  ].addes  were  there, 
'  '        With  Glee  thcye  took  theyre  ]5o\\  s  in  Hande 

'  '  And  wythe  shoiitcs  dibturb'd  the  Ayre. 

Awaye  they  sent  the  Grey  (/oose  W'ynge, 

I{che  kyll'd  his  two  or  three, 
Yet  none  soe  loude  w  ythe  fame  dyd  rynge 
As  the  Laddes  of  Newberrie. 

"  They  swore  to  scayle  the  IMonutayne  bolde, 

Where  some  in  va3  ne  had  try'de; 
That  theyre  Toes  uiighte  take  the  better  holde 

Theyre  Bootes  tlieye  caste  asyde. 
Barefooted  soone  theye  reach'd  tlie  Ilyglite,  - 

Twas  a  gndelie  s_vghte  to  see 
Howe  faste  the  Scottes  were  putte  to  ilyghte 

By  the  Laddes  of  Newberrie. 

"  Lord  Stanlie  sawe  wythe  niuche  delyghte,  ' 

And  londe  was  heard  to  saye, 
Eche  oughte  by  Jove  to  be  a  Knighte, 

For  to  theme  wee  owe  the  Daye. 
The  Chesshyre  Laddes  began  the  route. 

And  the  Kendall  Boys  soe  free,  '  '    ^    !  t 

But  none  of  theme  all  have  fonghte  more  stoute 

Than  the  Laddes  of  Kewberrie.  ,  , 

"  Now  God  preserve  our  Lord  the  Kynge, 

Who  travaill's  farre  in  I'Vanee,  -  ; 

And  let  us  all  of  Bowmen  singe  .         ,  , 

While  ronnde  our  Cuppes  wee  Dannce. 
The  Chesshyre  Laddes  were  bryske  and  brave,  '  ' 

And  the  Kendall  Laddes  as  free, 
But  none  surpass'd,  or  I'm  a  Knave, 
The  Laddes  of  Newberrie." 

The  religious  oppressions  which  later  forced  the  Puritans  to  emigrate  were 
manifested  in  Newbury  by  various  persecutions,  including  the  burning  at  the 
stake  of  Josceline  Palmer  and  two  companions,  Gwyn  and  Askew,  on  July  16, 
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1556,  immediately  after  trial  for  heresy  held  in  the  Parish  Church.  The  Grammar 
School,  of  which  at  the  neighboring  town  of  Reading,  Palmer  was  master,  ^va^;  an 
institution  in  Newbury,  and  in  the  History  of  Nezvl'ury  by  Walter  Money,  F.  S.  A., 
^\e  find  the  following  reference  to  the  services  of  two  of  the  early  settlers  of 
New  bury,  Massachusetts  :  — 

"The  famous  Puritan  divine,  the  Rev.  Thomas  Parker,  in  whose  honor  the 
town  of  Newbury,  in  New  Pjigland,  was  so  calleil,  taught  for  some  time  ])revious 
to  the  W)34  "the  free  school  in  Newbury";  and  John  Woodbridgc,  brother  of 
Ikiijamin,  appointed  Rector  of  Newbury  by  the  Parliament  during  the  Great 
Rebellion,  is  mentioned  by  Dr.  Calamy  as  being  "cast  out  of  the  school  at  New- 
bur}'  by  the  Bartholemew-Act  of  1662." 

From  this  time  the  thread  of  history  from  which  has  been  woven  our  New 
England  character  takes  its  way  across  the  Atlantic  ;  but  o\ir  fraternal  interest  in 
the  older  town  should  warrant  the  review  of  a  few  notable  incidents  in  its  history 
subsequent  to  the  rising  of  the  new  world  settlement. 

Cloth  making,  before  referred  to  in  connection  with  Jack  of  Newbury,  contin- 
ues to  be  the  chief  industry  of  the  town  and  of  national  importance.  A  strong 
Weavers'  Company  was  founded  in  the  reign  of  Henry  VIII  and  incorporated  by 
Royal  Charter  in  1601,  the  forty-fourth  year  of  Queen  Elizabeth.  This  institution 
is  still  in  existence,  although  it  has  lost  its  character  of  a  power  in  the  community. 
It  is  pertinent  to  note  that  a  few  items  of  Corporate  insignia  are  still  possessed  by 
the  Company,  namely,  the  beadle's  silver  mounted  staff  of  office,  with  the  inscrip- 
tion, "  Robert  Layle,  Richard  Canins,  Wardens,  1706  ";  a  belt  with  the  Company's 
arms  well  executed  on  a  silver  shiehl,  worn  by  the  beadle  on  state  occasions.  It 
a])pears  to  have  been  customary  for  every  new  member  to  provide  a  silver  spoon 
on  h 's  admittance  ;  but  the  plate  thus  acquired  by  this  ancient  body  has  disaj)- 
peared. 

The  strong  and  beautiful  arch  that  now  spans  the  Kenuet  was  built  in  1769, 
and  promises  to  remain  a  safe  viaduct  for  many  centuries.  The  place  it  occupies 
was  the  scene  of  a  notable  calamity  in  1623,  when,  without  warning  and  to  the 
consti  rnatiou  and  distress  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  tow  n,  the  ancient  wooden 
bridge  fell  into  the  river.  The  following  annuneiatory  letter,  (juaint  as  to  its 
s])elling,  but  perennially  modern  in  its  earnest  plea  for  assistance,  is  preserved  in 
the  Hddleiau  Library:  — 
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STREET  IN    NEWBURY,  ENGLAND 


"To  Thos.  Bond,  Ksq.,  at  his  lodging  in  Durham  house,  in  the  .Strand,  neare 
Londdn.    (Of  Ogbourne  in  Wilts.) 

Sir,  —  W'l  c  liavc  thought  good  to  ktt  you  vnderstand,  how  that  vpon  .Sundave, 
beiiigc  the  (.lay  of  iltbruaric  last,  a  grcatc  parte  of  our  Towne  bridge  beinge 
aljout  30  foote  in  length  &  20  foote  in  bredth  fell  downe  into  the  river  so  that  no 
carts  can  passe  over  yt,  to  the  greate  hinderau'ce  of  our  Towne,  specially  vpon  ye 
market  dayes,  it  beinge  a  bridge  iu  ye  middle  of  the  Towne,  as  you  knowe, 
whereby  onl)-,  and  by  no  other  wave,  one  parte  of  the  Towne  can  come  to  thother, 
the  country  coniinge  in  at  the  \Vest  and  North  cndes  of  the  Towne  with  carts 
can  come  no  other  waye  to  the  markett  vnlesse  they  goe  a  myle  about ;  Audit 
was  the  greate  blessinge  of  Ciod  that  it  fell  not  either  as  people  were  goinge  to  or 
cominge  from  churche,  which  yf  it  had,  it  had  cost  many  a  man's  life,  and  yet  fell 
shortly  after  dinner,  ffor  the  repayringe  of  this  bridge  wee  haue  vsed  tyme  out 
of  minde  of  man  to  take  trees  as  occasion  hath  bin  out  of  the  ^\'ash  now  his  liigh- 
nes  wast  pareell  of  the  manor  of  Newbery,  which  was  heretofore  well  stored,  but 
now  there  is  not,  neither  hath  bin  of  late,  scarce  one  Tree  seruiceable  for  that  vse, 
so  that  wee  shalbe  putt  to  ^0  or  50'  chardge  in  repayringe  of  yt,  to  our  great  hin- 
derau'ce, wee  havinge  many  poore  people  amongst  vs  to  relie\  e,  in  these  harde 
tymes,  when  as  clolhinge,  the  chiefe  keye  of  tradinge  in  our  towne  for  n.'liefe  of 
the  poore,  is  so  much  decayed.  \\'hereof  -wee  lieartely  intreate  your  considerac'on, 
iS:  yf  yon  shall  thinke  it  litt  to  acqnaynt  some  of  his  highnes  Counsel!  with  this 
accident  that  is  befallen  vs,  hunujly  intreatinge  theyr  honors  to  take  Considerac'on 
of  it,  as  they  in  theyr  wisedonies  shall  thinke  fitt.  >  And  so  wee  take  our  leaves, 
cravinge  ])ardon  for  beinge  so  troublesome  to  you  &  rest 
Your  very  lovinge  freinds, 

John  liarksilale,  ivnior,  Richard  Waller,  I\Ia\or, 

John  Ilunte,  jo.  liarksdale, 

John  Ilooghton,  William  Howes, 

I'Mward  l^ongman,  Ciabriell  Cox,  the  younger, 

Richard  Avery,  Roger  Lynche, 

W'ylliam  Hunte,  Thomas  tiyles, 

William  Wilson. 

Newbery, 
March  1, 

In  1643  Newbury  was  the  scene  of  a  hard  fought  battle  between  the  armies  of 
King  Charles  I  and  of  Parliament,  the  former  ha\  ing  10,000  infantry  and  cavalry, 
and  the  latter  8,000,  under  the  Earl  of  Kssex.  The  advantage  of  position  was 
greatly  with  the  Royalists,  while  the  Puritans  were  exposed  and  weakened  bv  the 
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utter  lack  of  provis- 
ions, yet  by  the  skill 
of  their  commauder, 
their  gallantry,  and 
a  fortunate  miscarri- 
age of  the  King's 
phi tis, they  triumphed 
after  a  battle  lasting 
from  dawn  to  mid- 
night, —  although 
their  victory  was  not 
apparent  until  the  fol- 
lowing day, —  and  re- 
turned gloriously  to 
London,  the  achieve- 
ment which  it  was 
King  Charles'  pur- 
pose to  prevent. 

Again,  in  October 
of  the  next  year,  large 
forces  under  King 
Charles  occupied 
Newbury  and  gave 
battle  to  the  troops  of 
lissex.  Waller,  and 
Cromwell,  under  the 
Ivarl  of  Manchester, 
and  again  the  Parlia- 
mentary troops  were 
victorious  after  a  hard 
light. 

After  being  fined 
2s.  6(1.  for  its  con- 
tempt of  the  Court's 
order  of  the  previous 
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year  to  set  up  a  ducking  stool,  the  town  of  Newbury  established  this  remedy  for 
scolds,  and  apparently  found  frequent  use  for  it,  as  there  are  many  entries  of 
charges  for  its  repair.  The  method  is  described  by  Jilisson,  who  traveled  in 
Kugland  about  the  year  1700  : 

"This  method  of  punishing  scolding  women  is  funny  enough.  They  fasten  an 
armchair  to  the  end  of  two  strong  beams,  twelve  or  fifteen  feet  long  and  parallel 
to  each  other.  The  chair  hangs  upon  a  sort  of  axle,  on  which  it  plays  freely  so  as 
always  to  remain  in  the  horizontal  position.  The  scold  being  well  fastened  in  her 
chair,  the  two  beams  are  then  placed,  as  near  the  center  as  possible,  across  a  post 
on  the  water-side,  and  being  lifted  up  behind,  the  chair  of  course  drops  into  the 
cold  element.  The  ducking  is  repeated  according  to  the  degree  of  shrewishness 
jiossessed  by  the  patient,  and  generally  has  the  effect  of  cooling  her  immoderate 
luat,  at  least  for  a  time." 

Regular  communication  with  other  parts,  which  culminated  in  the  completion 
of  the  Newbury  and  Didcot  railway  in  1879,  was  begun  in  1752  with  the  establish- 
ment of  the  "  Flying  Coach,"  announced  as  follows: 

"Newbury  Four  wheel'd  Stage  Chaise, 
Made  with  Steel  Springs,  to  carry  Four  Passengers  at 
Ten  Shillings  each  to  or  from  London. 
vSets  out  from  the  White  Hart  Inn,  in  Newbury,  on  Mondays,  Wednesdays, 
and  Fridays,  at  Six  o'clock  in  the  morning,  to  tlie  Saraei-n's  Head, 
Snow  Hill  ;  and  returns  from  thence  on  Tuesdays,  Thursday>  and  Saturdays  ; 
and  will  be  at  their  Quarters  each  Ivvening  by  Six  ; 
Changes  horses  at  Thomas  Talmadge's,  at  the  Pelican  at  Tw}  ford,  and 
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riaccs  taken  at  the  White  Ilart  aiui  Saracen 's  Head,  at  I'ivc  Shillings  entrance: 
each  passenger  to  be  allo\ve<l  Kiglit  Pounils  Weight.    Small  parcels  taken  in  at 
above  Houses,  and  carefully  deliver'd. 
N.  It.    No  Money,  Plate,  Jewels,  or  Writings  lost  to  be  made  gaod,  unless  enter'd 

and  paid  for  as  sncli. 
The  said  Chaise  will  set  out  from  Newbury  on  Monday,  the  second  of  ()c;oher. 

perform'd  by 

John  Clark  &  Co. 

Note  aho.  There  are  Road  Waggons  set  out  from  Newburv  to  the  Saracen's  Head, 
Snow  Hill,  on  Mondays  and  Wednesdays,  and  returns  Thursdays  and  Saturdays; 
where  (icntlemen  may  depentl  on  having  their  baggage  taken  great  care  t)f.  If 
any  Incivilities  are  offered  by  the  Drivers,  the  Proprietors  would  take  it  kind  to 
be  acquainted  therewith  at  Newbury." 

As  a  result  of  trade  depression  during  the  wars  of  the  last  half  of  the 
eighteenth  centurv,  there  was  much  deprivation  among  the  poor,  which  in  New- 
bury resulted  in  rioting  and  pillage  of  bread  and  provision  stalls,  in  August,  1  7'i(). 
The  millers  and  bakers,  in  spite  of  the  prevalent  distress,  maintained  unwarrant- 
ably high  prices  for  bread,  and  for  this  they  suffered  by  the  destruction  of  their 
wares,  with  those  of  other  purveyors,  by  the  incensed  mob.  Realizing  the  serious- 
ness of  the  situation,  they  quickly  changed  their  policy,  and  the  price  was  imme- 
diately reduced  ;  wdiile  further  "A  public  subscription  was  raised  in  Newbury  to 
supply  the  poor  with  bread  at  9d.  the  gallon,  and  the  millers  agreed  to  grind  their 
wheat  free  of  cost.  Many  of  the  olTicials  and  farmers  in  country  parishes,  and 
private  persons,  also  undertook  to  supply  the  poor  with  wheat  at  a  lower  price 
than  that  charged  to  the  general  public,  and  much  practical  commiseration 
apjiears  to  have  been  shown  for  their  unfortunate  position.  The  Corporation  of 
Newbury,  in  order  that  farmers  and  dealers  might  not  be  intimidated  from  coming 
to  the  markets,  made  good  the  dauiage  they  had  sustained  ;  and  the  military 
being  withdrawn  the  town  soon  resumed  its  normal  quietude.  Some  of  the  rioters 
were  tried  at  the  following  Assizes,  and  two  of  them  received  sentences  of  trans- 
portation . ' ' 

The  numerous  and  worthy  public  institutions  established  at  Newbury  during 
the  latter  part  of  the  nineteenth  century  show  it  to  be  unencumbered  by  the  con- 
servatism which  might  be  expected  in  a  town  of  such  ancient  establishment,  and 
quite  the  contrary  in  its  enterprising  ]jhilanthroj)y.  These  \vorks  of  ])eace  sup- 
])lant  the  deeds  of  valor  recorded  of  earlier  times,  and  more  benelicently  disburse 
the  funds  which  formerly  sustained  strife. 


MARKET   PLACE,    NEWBURY,  ENGLAND 
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■•  I'RCJCI.AMATION  UPON  TIIR 
TKR  Ml  NATION  OF  TIIK 
AMlvRICAN  WAR  OF  INDK- 
PEND1<:NCK  AND  CONCLU- 
SION OV  PIvACE  WITH 
FRANCE   AND    SPAIN,  1783. 

February  27,  1783.  "Upon  this 
day  the  Corporation  met  at  the  New 
Town  House,  from  whence  they  pro- 
ceeded in  form  to  the  Market  Cross, 
attended  by  the  Constables  and  other 
OlTicers  of  the  said  Borough,  the 
Mayor  holding  the  Proclamation  of 
the  Cessation  ot  Arms  by  Sea  and 
Land  in  hand,  and  at  that  place  he 
delivered  the  same  to  the  Town 
Clerk,  who,  after  Proclamation  was 
called  for  silence,  read  the  same 
Proclamation  for  Cessation  of  Arms, 
and  returned  the  same  to  the  Mayor, 
who,  together  with  the  Procession 
above  nientioned,  returned  to  the 
New  Town  House  aforesaid.  The 
Companies  of  \Vea\ers  and  Cord- 
wainers  also  attended,  together  with 
the  military  then  in  (|uarters." 

"John  Townsend,  Mayor," 
and  others. 


FARM    BUILDINGS,    NEWBURY,  ENGLAND 


As  a  curious  contrast  to  modern  encouragement  of  new  enterprises  and 
municipal  growth,  it  is  interesting  to  note  the  attitude  on  these  matters  which 
obtained  in  1687,  when  the  fear  that  a  newcomer  might  eventually  become  a 
charge  to  the  town  led  the  corporation  to  forbid  and  prevent  such  accessions,  as 
shown  by  the  following  extracts  from  the  July  Sessions  of  that  year: 

"  Whereas  William  Parker,  a  settled  Inhabitant  of  Speene,  hath  lately  intruded 
into  this  Borrough  ag'  Law,  and  sett  upp  his  Traile  of  making  Chaires,  &e.  It  is 
therefore  ordered  that  he  return  to  S])eene,  and  the  Officers  are  to  remov  e  him 
hither,  onely  he  is  allowed  tyme  to  sell  anil  dispose  of  his  goods  till  Michas'  day 
next  coming. ' ' 

Again,  same  year,  the  Court  orders:  — 

"That  Matthew  White,  Bellows-maker,  be  sent  to  Sarum,  being  an  intruder. 

"That  John  Clement,  Scribbler,  and  his  wife  and  chihle,  be  sent  to  ffreshford, 
being  Intruders." 

Another  instance  of  Newbury's  preeminence  in  the  Cloth  trade  is  found  in 
the  following  remarkable  history  of 

"THE  NEWBURY  COAT,  1811. 

The  story  has  often  been  told  of  the  achievement  of  Mr.  John  Coxeter,  of 
Greenham  Mills,  Newbury,  a  well  known  cloth  manufacturer,  who  performed  the 
astonishing  feat  of  converting  wool  from  off  the  sheep's  back  into  cloth,  and 
finally  into  a  well  finished  coat,  between  sunrise  and  sunset  on  a  summer's  clay. 

Mr.  John  Coxeter  was  established  as  a  cloth  manufacturer  at  Oreenham  ^ilills, 
Newbury,  during  the  early  years  of  the  present  century,  and  appears  to  have  been 
both  enterprising  and  successful  in  his  business.  He  employed  at  his  mill  upwards 
of  one  hundred  hands,  and  he  took  a  pride  in  the  introduction  of  the  best  ami 
most  improveil  machinery  in  the  cloth  manufacture.  His  mill  w. is  driven  bj' water 
])ower,  and  stood  partly  on  the  site  of  the  present  lanyard  and  flour  mill  at  Oreen- 
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RESIDENCE  OF  JACK  OF  NEWBERRIE 


li:mi.  His  business  relations  brouKlit 
him  into  contact  with  many  j,'cutl- 
cnun  of  position,  at  the  v.irions  mar- 
kets ami  a^^ricultural  ;;atherint;s 
which  he  atteiiileil.  Amon^^-t  these 
was  Sir  John  Throckmorton,  of  lUick- 
hnnl  Honse.  In  the;  course  of  con- 
versation, Mr.  Coxcter  one  day 
remarked  to  the  worthy  baronet  that 
so  great  were  the  improvements  in- 
troduced into  the  cloth-making  ma- 
chinery in  his  mill  that,  (pioth  he, 
'■  1  believe  th.it  in  twenty-four  hours 
1  could  take  the  coat  off  your  back^ 
reduce  it  to  wool,  and  turn  it  back 
into  a  coat  again."  The  vaunt  thus 
spoken  in  jest  appears  to  have  made 
such  an  impression  on  Sir  John 
Throckmorton  that  shortly  after- 
\\ards,  at  a  dinner  party,  he  oflered 
to  lay  a  wager  of  a  thousand  guineas 
that  between  sunrise  and  sunset  a  coat 
could  be  made,  the  wool  for  which 
should  have  been  that  morning  grow- 
ing upon  the  sheep's  back.  He 
thereupon  sent  for  Mr.  Coxeter,  to 
ascertain  if  the  feat  were  really  pos- 
sil)le.  After  a  careful  noting  of  the 
time  occupied  in  the  various  proces- 
ses, Mr.  Coxeter  replied  in  the  atTirmative,  and  the  bet  was  accordingly  concluded. 

At  fne  o'clock  in  the  morning  of  June  25,  ISll,  Sir  John  Throckmorton  came  to 
C.reenham  with  his  shepherd,  bringing  with  him  two  fat  Southdown  sheep.  The 
sheep  were  promptly  shorn;  the  wool  was  washed,  stubbed,  ro\ed,  spun,  and 
woven  ;  the  cloth  was  scoured,  fulled,  tented,  raised,  sheared,  dyed,  and  dressed. 
The  w  caving  was  performed  by  Mr.  John  Coxeter,  jun .,  who  had  been  found  by 
pre\  ious  competition  to  be  the  most  expert  workman.  'I'he  cloth  was  finished,  as 
thus  described,  by  four  o'clock  in  the  afternoon,  eleven  hours  after  the  connnence- 
nient  of  the  sheep-shearing.  The  coat  had  now  to  be  made.  Mr.  James  White, 
tailor,  of  Newbury,  superintended  the  tailoring  and  cut  out  the  coat.  Nine  of  his 
men,  with  needles  ready  threaded,  took  the  garment  in  hand  at  lour  o'clock ,  and 
completed  the  coat  at  twenty  minutes  past  six.  In  the  meantime  the  news  of  this 
extraordinary  match  against  time  had  spread  abroad,  and  an  immense  concourse  of 
jjeople  was  assembled,  awaiting  with  intense  excitement  the  achievement  of  the 
task.  Taking  his  stand  upon  a  j)latforin  erected  on  the  lawn  in  front  of  IMr. 
Coxeter's  drawing-room  window,  Sir  John  Throckmorton  appeared,  wearing  the 
C(.)at,  in  the  presence  of  an  assemblage  numliering,  as  was  estimated,  about  hve 
thousand  people.  The  two  sheep  which  had  been  despoiled  of  the  wool  were 
roasted  whole,  and  Cut  lip  and  distributed  among  the  jjeople,  together  with  one 
hundred  twenty  gallons  of  strong  beer,  dispensed  through  Mr.  Coxeter's  liberality, 
amidst  much  festive  rejoicing.  Sir  John  Throckmorton  dined  at  Mr.  Coxeter's, 
with  forty  other  gentlemen,  an{l  sle])t  that  night  at  the  "  Pelican  "  hotel ,  Speen- 
hamland.  The  coat  was  a  hunting  kersey  "  of  a  ilark  Wellington  colour."  The 
wager  was  thus  won  with  nearly  an  hour  and  three-([uarters  to  spare. 

To  commemorate  the  e\-ent  a  large  historical  oil  j)ainting  was  executed  by  Mr. 
l<uke  Clint,  of  Newbury,  and  engraved  by  I\Ir.  (xeorge  Clint,  an  engraver  in 
l,ondon,  containing  portraits  of  the  various  gentlemen  and  others  engaged  in  the 
transaction.  This  painting  remained  in  the  possession  of  i\Irs.  Coxeter  until  her 
death  in  1876,  at  the  remarkable  age  of  over  101  years,  after  which  it  passed  into 
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the  hands  of  her  son,  Mr.  Coxctcr,  of  Abington.  A  silver  medal  was  presented  to 
Mr.  Coxeter  by  the  Royal  Aj^ricnltural  Society  of  I-jijfland. 

The  persons  who  took  part  in  this  interesting^  feat  are  thus  poinle<l  out  in  the 
illustration  of  this  remarkable  instance  of  manufacturing  celerity.  In  the  center 
of  the  ])icture  the  shepherd,  I'rancis  Druetl,  is  represented  shearinj^  one  of  the 
sheep;  behind  him  the  master  manufacturer,  Mr.  John  Coxeter;  on  his  left  Mr. 
Isaac  \\'hite,  the  tailor,  measuring  vSir  John  Throckmorton  for  the  coat;  on  his 
left,  in  black,  stands  F.  R.  O.  Villebois,  lvs(j.;  and  before  him,  seated  at  the  table, 
is  Anthony  Bacon,  Esq.;  to  the  right  of  Mr.  Coxeter  stands  Mr.  John  I^ocket,  a 
linen  manufacturer,  of  Donnington  ;  facing  him,  and  with  his  back  towards  llie 
spectators,  is  Mr.  Richard  Dibley,  of  Newbury,  butcher;  the  youth  beside  him  is 
John  Co.xeter,  the  son  of  Mr.  Coxeter;  and  the  one  with  the  basket  of  wool  S]jools 
is  his  son  William.  John  is  again  represented  at  work  at  the  loom;  the  huly 
before  him  is  his  mother,  accompanied  by  another  son  Samuel,  a  child  ;  the  gentle- 
man standing  at  the  back  of  IMrs.  Coxeter  and  by  the  side  of  the  loom  is  Mr.  Jones, 
a  cotton  manufacturer  of  Cireenham. 

The  following  gentlemen  acted  as  stewards  on  the  occasion  :  Col.  Stead,  of 
l)onnington  Castle  House;  Anthonj'  liacon ,  l'"s!|.,  of  ]5enhani ;  and  William  I'.udd, 
lisq.,  of  Newbury.  Mr.  R.  W.  lliscock,  of  Stroud  (~>reen,  Xewbury,  j)erfonned  the 
duties  of  inspector  and  secretary. 

In  1S5I,  when  the  commissioners  met  at  Newbury  to  select  some  article  worthy 
(^f  being  forwarded  to  the  great  exhibition  of  that  year,  their  attention  was<lirected 
to  this  famous  coat,  which  was  then  in  the  possession  of  Sir  Robert  Throckmorton, 
of  Ihickland  House.  On  application  being  made  to  him,  the  loan  of  the  remark- 
able garment  was  courteously  accorded,  and  ivr  its  better  security  the  baronet 
])rt)\  ided  for  its  reception  a  handsome  mahogany  case  with  jdate  glass  front,  in 
w  Inch  it  was  carefully  locked  and  sent  to  the  exhibition.  The  oil  jjainting  already 
referred  to  was,  by  Mrs.  Coxeter's  jjerraission,  forwarded  with  it,  and  numerous 
co])ies  of  an  engra\'ing  of  the  picture  were  sold  during  the  exhibition.  The'coat 
now  h:ings,  in  its  case,  in  the  hall  of  liuckland  House,  near  Faringdon." 
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LANDING  PLACE  OF  FIRST  SETTLERS  OF  NEWBURY 


HK  venturesome  coinp;iiiy  that  embarked  in  the  "  IMary  and  John  " 
and  ])lanlcd  the  colony  on  the  bank  of  the  Onaseacvinijnen  cntL  i  eil 
upon  a  domain  which,  ho\ve\  er  \  ir^in  and  jirimes  al  in  its  plu  sical 
character,  was  already  chartered  in  niosl  comprehensive  form,  beiii^; 
contained  within  a  tract  granted  in  \i>27  to  Sir  lUnry  Kowell,  John 
Kndicott,  and  others,  extending  "  from  a  line  three  miles  north  of  the  Merrimack 
river  to  one  three  miles  south  of  the  Charles  ri\-er,  and  from  the  Atlantic  ocean  to 
the  Pacilic  ocean,"  which  they  held  as  the  "  Oosernor  and  Compan)'  of  the  ^lassa- 
chiiscUs  I'.ay  in  New  England."  'i'he  lateral  range  of  this  territory  does  not  appear 
to  ha\  e  been  greatly  appreciated,  iis  the  land  actuall)'  as-ailed  of  may  almost  l)e 
said  to  be  that  in  sight  of  the  Atlantic. 

As  to  the  wisdom  of  the  choice  made  by  those  whose  fortunes  we  would  follow 
we  have  the  testimony  of  William  \\'ood,  author  of  "  New  Kngland's  Prospect," 
published  in  London  in  1634,  that:  Ag-ovjainme  is  nine  miles  to  the  North  from 
6'a/(7«,  which  is  one  of  the  most  spatious  places  for  a  plantation  being  neare  the 
sea,  it  aboundelh  with  lish,  and  flesh  of  fowles  and  beasts,  great  IMeads  and 
INIarshes  and  plaine  plowing  grounds,  many  good  ris  ers  and  harbours  anil  no  rattle 
snakes.  In  a  word,  it  is  the  best  place  but  one,  which  is  .\fe n  imac kc ,  h'ing  S  miles 
beyond  it,  where  is  a  river  20  leagues  nas  igable  ;  all  along  the  river  side  is  fresh 
IMarshes,  in  some  places  3  miles  broad.  In  this  river  is  Sturgeon,  Sammon,  and 
Basse,  and  di\-ers  other  kinds  of  fish.  To  conclude,  the  Countrie  hath  not  th.it 
which  this  place  cannot  yeeld.  vSo  tliat  these  two  places  may  containe  twice  as 
many  people  as  are  j'et  in  New  England ;  there  being  as  yet  scarce  an)'  inhabitants 
in  these  two  spacious  places.  Three  miles  beyond  the  ris  er  Mcrrimacke  is  the 
outside  of  our  Patent  for  the  Massachusetts  Bay.  These  be  all  the  Tosvnes  th.it 
were  begun,  when  I  came  for  England,  which  was  the  IS  of  August  1633." 

While  the  town  may  have  been  considereil  to  be  "begun"  by  the  occasional 
fisherman  attracted  by  the  bountiful  waters  of  the  IMerrimack,  no  real  settlement 
existed  when  the  party  under  the  leadership  of  Res'.  Thomas  Parker  removed  from 
Its  abiding  place  at  Ipswich  and  ended  its  momentous  journey  under  the  hills  of 
the  new  land. 

Important  accessions  to  the  settlement  soon  arrived,  and  the  toss  n  of  Xesvbury 
was  incorporated  by  "  the  Great  and  General  Court  of  Ma.ssachusetls." 
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MARSHES  OF   NEWBURY  AND   PLUM   ISLAND  RIVER 


The  inilepentlence,  later  wrested  from  the  mother  country,  was  loreshailowed 
i  \  cn  at  this  time  by  a  manoeuver  which  surprised  and  troubled  Kinj^  Cliarks  and 
his  councilors.  In  1629  the  members  of  the  corporation  of  the  Colony  of  the 
iMassachusetts  Bay  had,  after  mature  deliberation,  transfcri-e<  1  to  Xew  Mn'j;land  tlie 
t  harler  with  full  and  complete  control  of  all  its  affairs. 

The  jjromise  of  civil  an<l  religious  liberty  thus  held  out  ])ro\-ed  \  er3-  altracti\  e 
to  iliscontenteil  subjects  at  home,  and  the  magnitude  of  the  migratory  nio\enu  nt 
attracted  the  attention  of  the  king,  who  ga\e  immediate  orders  to  detain  the  ten 
ships  about  ready  to  leave  the  Thames  until  tlie  oath  of  allegiance  had  Ijeen  admin- 
istered to  all  passengers  bound  for  America.  He  also  ordereil  Matthew  Cradock, 
the  lirst  Governor  of  the  Massachusetts  Company,  to  ajjjiear  before  hini  ami  tlie 
I'rivy  Council  with  the  charter.  When  he  learned  that  this  document  was  across 
the  ocean,  he  at  once^took  steps  for  reclaiming  the  dangerous  situation,  and  a  few 
mouths  later  the  "  Council  for  New  Kngland  "  decideil  to  relincjuish  all  its  rights 
under  the  "  Great  Charter"  in  consideration  of  allotments  of  land  in  tlie  coUiii)'  to 
individual  members,  but  tlie  "Great  and  General  Court,"  already  orgaiii/.ed  to 
administer  the  affairs  in  the  original  grant,  has  ci)ntinued  e\ er  since  in  spite  of 
attem])ted  rei)rcssion. 

While  there  was  undoubted  attachment  for  the  sovereign  land  which  would 
rightfully  account  for  a  measure  of  consideration,  the  colonists  were  fully  ali\  e  to 
the  danger  of  o])en  disregard  of  the  king's  emblems,  of  which  tlie  cross  was  held 
to  be  an  idolatrous  and  offensi\  e  element,  and  this  a])pears  to  ha\  e  been  their  chief 
motive  in  liringing  to  account  Thomas  IMillerd,  male  of  the  ship  Hector,  h  iug  in 
lioston  Harbor  in  163(),  who  had  denounced  the  colonists  as  rebe  ls  and  traitors 
because  the)'  did  not  display  the  king's  colors  on  the  fort  at  Castle  Island.  He 
was  seized  and  imprisoncil,  but  on  signing  the  follow  iiig  retraction  lie  was  released, 
and  subseipieiitly  settled  in  Newbury: 

"  Whereas,  1,  Tlioni:  Millerd,  ha\e  given  out  most  false  >S:  re])chfuU  s])eaclies 
iigainst  his  maties  loyall  &  faithful!  subjects  dwelling  in  the  i\[assacliusetts  ISay,  in 
.America,  saying  that  they  were  all  traytors  &  Kebells  i\:  that  1  would  arfirnie  so 
much  before  the  Go\-ernor  himselfe,  wch  ex])ressions  I  do  confes  so  desire  may 
bee  conceix  ed)  did  pceed  from  the  rashnes  &  <listeniper  of  1113'  owne  braiiie,  w'l'oul 
any  just  ground  or  cause  so  to  thinke  or  si)eake,  for  wc'i,  nu'  \  iiworth\'  ^;  sinfull 
carriage  being  calle<l  in  question,  1  do  justly  stand  committed;  my  humble  6c  (  ) 
re(|uest  y^fore  is  y'  vpon  ys  my  free  &  ingenious  recantation  of  )■-■  my  gro>se  failing 
it  would  please  y^'  Governor  iS:  ye  rest  of  y<=_ assistants  to  aecej.l  of  ihiV  mv  luuiible 
submission,  to  passe  by  my  fault  &  to  dismiss  me  fro  further  IroubK  ;  \\;  \  ^ 
free  6c  volentary  confession  1  subscribe  w"i  my  haiul  y^  9th  June  \i:.)h  I  honias 
.Millerd." 
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I\Iany  other  incidents  of  this  nature  took  place,  and  tlic  colonists  seem  to  have 
been  torn  on  both  horns  of  the  dilemma,  which  inclnde<l  tlieir  aspirations  for 
liberty  and  local  self-j,'0\  ernment,  and  tlie  necessitj-  for  a])pan,  nt  suliserv  ience. 
One  deference  was  made  at  this  time,  after  consultation  %\  ith  the  captains  of  other 
ships  in  the  harbor  of  Boston.  They  opined:  "That,  in  regard  that  they  should 
be  examined  ujjon  their  return,  what  colors  they  saw  here, -they  did  desire  that  the 
king's  colors  be  spread  at  our  fort.  It  was  answered  that  we  had  not  the  king's 
colors.  Thereupon  two  of  them  did  offer  them  freely  to  ns.  ^\■e  re])lied  that  for 
our  part  we  were  fully  persuaded,  that  the  cross  in  the  ensign  was  idolatrous,  and 
therefore  might  not  set  in  our  ensign  ;  but  because  the  fort  was  the  king's  and 
maintained  in  his  name,  we  thought  that  his  own  colors  might  be  spread  there.  vSo 
the  (jo\ernor  accejjted  the  colors  of  Capt.  I'alnier,  and  ])romised  they  shouhl  be 
set  up  at  Castle  Island." 

In  the  ])resent  days  of  easy  citizenship  and  the  common  su])eriority  of  self- 
interest  to  public  welfare,  it  is  worth  ^\  hile  carefully  to  recall  the  many  strong 
([ualities  of  those  first  settlers,  to  realize  that  witho\it  their  permanence  would 
have  been  impossible,  and  to  speculate  on  the  results  of  a  general  and  ecjually 
activ  e  and  intelligent  resjionsibility  with  our  jjreseiit  ])0])ulation. 

They  were  lirst  of  all  religions, —  some  will  say  bigoted,  but  in  an  age  when 
bigotry  was  evident  in  all  sects;  strong  convictions  brought  them  here,  and  strong 
constitutions  sustained  them  through  hardshi])S  an<l  hard  labor.  They  did  not 
neglect  tlieir  personal  interests,  but  they  weighed  everything  as  to  its  bearing  on 
the  community,  and  they  met  once  in  three  months  to  su]j])lement  the  work  of  a 
committee  of  the  whole,  to  which  early,  orderl)',  res]x:clf\il,  and  continued  attend- 
ance was  compulsory,  to  regulate  affairs  and  elect  the  "  se\  en  men  " — later  known 
as  "selectmen  " — who  administered  them  in  the  inler\al  and  rendered  a  re])ort  at 
the  end  of  the  term. 

The  T  own  of  Newbury  Records  show  that :  "  February  24,  1()37— S.  It  was  voted 
that  Thomas  Cromwell,  Samuel  Scullard,  John  Pike,  Robert  Pike,  and  Nicholas 
Holt,  are  lined  two  shillings  and  sixjjence  apiece  for  being  absent  from  towne 
meeting  at  eight  o'clock  in  the  morning,  having  due  and  htt  warning." 

"April  21,  1638.  Henry  Short,  John  Cheney,  P'rancis  Plumcr,  Nicholas  Noj-es 
and  Nicholas  Holt  are  fined  two  shillings  and  sixjjence  a])iece  for  being  al)sent 
from  the  towne  meeting,  having  lawful  warning." 
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RESIDENCE  OF  REV.  JAMES  NOYES,  ONE  OF  THE   FIRST  SETTLERS 

"  May  5,  1638.  It  is  ordered  that  John  Pike  shall  pay  two  shillings  and  sixpence 
for  departinj^  from  the  nieetinjr  witliout  leave  and  contenijjtnously . "  AVhile  the 
following  from  Samuel  Sewall's  Letter  I5ook  shows  tlie  jjersonal  effort  willingl}' 
ren<lereil  for  the  cause  of  go^■ernment : 

"  In  the  year  1635,  the  lUection  was  held  at  Camhridge  :  so  twas  again  May  17, 
1637,  uj>on  the  Plain  in  the  open  Aer.  Gov''  Vane  was  there,  and  had  the  Mortifi- 
cation to  see  the  excellent  Jolin  Winthroj)  preferd  before  him,  and  chosen  Govern- 
our  (who  had  been  Governour  1630-1-2-3-.)  Indeed  Mr.  Vane  seemed  to  stand  so 
hard  for  being  chosen  again,  as  to  emleavor  to  confound  and  fruslrat  the  whole 
business  of  the  election,  rather  than  that  he  himself  should  fail  of  being  cliosen. 
There  was  a  great  struggle,  he  being  the  princijjal  Magistrate,  for  managing  the 
hUection.  My  father  has  told  me  many  a  time  tliat  lie  and  others  went  on  foot 
from  Newbury  to  Cambridge,  fourty  miles,  on  ]^ur]jose  to  be  made  free,  and  hel]) 
to  strengthen  Gov""  ^\'illtllrop's  Party.  And  I  liiid  his  name  in  the  Record  acconl- 
ingly." 

The  basis  of  all  rejjresentation  was  the  "  I'reemaii,"  whose  ([ualilicalion  was 
membership  in  the  church.  Strangers  coming  to  the  town  were  admitted  as  inlialii- 
tants  only  by  vote  of  the  town,  and  once  admitted  permission  must  also  be  (iblaiiu  d 
for  removal.  The  General  Court  also  provitled,  JMarch  3,  1635-6,  that  any  person 
building  a  house,  without  permission,  in  any  town  in  the  colonj',  "  the  inhabitants 
of  the  said  towne  shall  have  })Ower  to  deinolishe  the  said  bowses  (.K:  reino\  e  IIk' 
p'sons." 

Fines  were  the  common  means  of  imposing  punishment  for  the  infraction  of 
the  many  and  explicit  rules  of  conduct,  and  the  sworn  officers  were  ;dert  and  im- 
partial in  "  presenting^'  offenders  at  court. 

The  acts  of  governing  bodies  were  by  them  announced  or  reported  in  language 
which  reflects  the  personal  interest  and  human  impulses  of  the  members,  in  (juaint 
contrast  to  the  imjxrsonal  character  of  similar  documents  at  the  ])resent  day, 
while  it  is  not  evident  that  they  were  therefore  less  effective. 

The  following  examples  illustrate  this  while  they  also  instance  the  strict  re- 
gard for  rank  and  station  which  was  embodied  in  the  sumptuary  law s  providing 
that: — "Men  of  meane  condition"  should  not  take  upon  themselves  "the  garbe 
of  gentlemen  by  wearing  gold  or  silver  lace  or  buttons";  and  women  in  the  same 
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DUMMER   MANSION-NOW   PART  OF   DUMMER  ACADEMY 


rank  were  forbidcU-n  ''to  wear  silk  or  tiffany  hoodes  or  scarfes"  unless  they  or 
their  husbands  possessed  an  estate  of  at  least  two  hundred  pounds,  under  a  pen- 
alty of  ten  shillings  for  each  offence. 

Deceinbe''  10,  1646.  The  towne  being  informed  that  IM^  Thomas  Parker  was 
unwilling  to  act  any  longer  in  matters  concerning  the  new  Towne  &  Cutting 
was  going  to  sea,  they  were  apprehensive  of  the  weighty  occasions  of  the  towne 
that  are  likely  to  bee  retarded,  did  make  choyse  of  Nicholas  Noyes  &  William 
Titconib  in  their  roome  to  be  added  to  the  rest  of  the  new  towne  men  for  sixe 
weeks  that  so  things  may  wilh  more  speed  be  dispatched. 

"Ipswich  Court  IMarch  30,  1647,  Aquilla  Chase  &  his  wife  &  David  Wheeler 
being  presented  at  the  last  court  for  gathering  pease  on  the  Lord's  day.  Suuunons 
sent  to  Hampton.  The  constables  return  states  they  were  not  at  Hampton  but 
were  gone  to  Newberry.  Sei)tember  27,  1653,  the  wife  of  Nicholas  Noyes  being 
presented  for  wearing  a  silke  coat  and  scarfe,  upon  proof  that  her  husband  is  worth 
above  two  hundred  pounds  is  cleared  of  her  presentment." 

The  wife  of  Hugh  March  and  the  wife  of  Richard  Knight  were  charged  witli 
the  same  offence,  but  were  discharged  on  proof  that  their  husbands  were  worth 
two  hundred  pounds  each. 

The  wife  of  John  Hutchins  was  discharged  "upon  testinions  of  her  luiviiig 
been  brought  up  above  the  ordinary  ranke." 

At  the  same  court  the  wife  of  Joseph  Sweat  and  the  wife  of  William  Chandler 
were  convicted  and  fined  ten  shillings  "for  wearing  a  silk  hoode  and  scarfe." 

It  is  hard  to  reconcile  this  fundamental  aristocracy  with  the  aggressive  de- 
mocracy of  public  affairs,  marked  at  this  period  and  later  emphatically  expressed 
in  the  army  drawn  up  at  the  siege  of  Boston  in  1  775,  as  Geueral  Washington  re- 
gretfully learned  when  he  took  command  and  commenced  the  work  of  systema- 
tizing and  disciplining  it. 

However  inherent  this  democracy  it  by  no  means  signified  tolerance  and  in  a 
community  where  active  participation  in  public  affairs  was  dependent  on  member- 
ship in  the  accepted  church  irregular  doctrine  was  met  with  a  war  of  extermina- 
tion. The  sect  most  bitterly  and  for  many  years  unrelentingly  persecuted  was 
that  of  the  Quakers,  and  the  records  are  replete  with  instances  that  show  the 
vindictive  and  official  animosity  of  the  many,  pitted  against  the  kindliness  and 
mercy  of  the  few  who  succored  such  wandering  exenqjlars  of  this  faith  as  in  their 
travels  sought  food  and  shelter. 
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The  law  styled 
them  "a  cursed  set  of 

heretics  w'^h 

are  coniruonly  called 
Quakers"  and  pro- 
vided tliat  "Quakers 
banished  from  the 
colony,  returning 
without  the  concent 
of  the  General  Court, 
were  liable  to  be  se- 
verely whijjped,  to 
have  theirears  cut  off, 
or  their  tongues  bored 
through  with  hot 
irons"  and  further 
"that  Quakers  not 
having  a  legal  settle- 
ment in  the  colony" 
were  liable  to  be 
seized  by  the  consta- 
bles, stripped  naked 
from  their  middle  up- 
wards, &  tjed  to  a 
cartes  tayle&. whipped 
throh  the  towne". 

Pursuant  to  this 
law  is  the  following 
order : — 

To  the  constables  of 
Dover,  Hampton,  Sal- 
isbury, Newbury, 
Rowley,  Ipswich, 

Windham,  Linn,  Boston,  Roxbury,  Dedham,  and  until  these  vagabond  Quakers 
are  out  of  this  jurisdiction. 

You  and  every  of  you  are  required  iu  the  Kings  Majestys  name  to  take  these 
vagabond  Quakers,  Anna  Colraan,  Mary  Tompkins  and  Alice  Ambrose,  and  make 
them  fast  to  the  carts  tail,  and  drawing  the  cart  through  your  several  towns,  to 
whip  them  upon  their  naked  backs  not  exceeding  ten  stripes  apiece  on  each  of 
them  iu  each  town,  and  so  convey  them  from  constable  to  constable  till  they  are 
out  of  this  jurisdiction,  as  you  will  answer  it  at  your  peril,  and  this  shall  be  your 
warrant. 

Per  me  RICHARD  WALDRON 

At  Dover,  dated  Dec.  22,  1662. 

To  the  unjust  imposition  of  a  fine  and  reprimand  by  the  Governor  ou  William 
Macy,  one  of  the  early  settlers  of  Newbury  but  then  living  in  Salisbury,  for  en- 
tertaining Quakers,  is  due  the  settlement  of  the  Island  of  Nantucket  to  which  he 
and  others  of  Newbury  removed,  as  a  company,  that  they  might  be  beyond  the 
jurisdiction  of  the  old  colony. 

The  territory  in  the  immediate  vicinity  of  Parker  River  was  found  to  be  inad- 
equate to  the  needs  of  the  growing  community  and  in  a  few  years  steps  were  taken 
to  relocate  the  inhabitants  in  the  more  suitable  tract  to  the  northward,  now  the 
site  of  the  city  of  Newburyport.  This  was  finally  inaugurated  in  1645  after  much 
dissension  by  a  few  who  were  placated  by  specially  advantageous  grants. 

"Whereas  the  towne  of  Newbury,  well  weighing  the  streights  they  were  in  for 
want  of  plough  ground,  remoteness  of  the  common,  scarcity  of  fencing  stuffe,  and 
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the  like,  did  in  the 
year  1642  grant  a  coiii- 
iiiissioii  toMr. Thomas 
Parker,  Mr.  James 
N  o  y  e  s  ,  Mr.  John 
Woodhridge,  Mr.  Hd- 
ward  Raw  son,  Mr. 
John  Cutting,  Mr. 
John  Lowle,  Mr.  Ed- 
ward Woodman,  and 
Mr.  John  Clark,  for 
removing,  settleing, 
and  disposing  of  the 
inhabitants  to  such 
place  as  might  in 
their  judgments  best 
tend  to  they  r  enlarge- 
ments, exchanging 
theyr  lands,  and  mak- 
ing such  orders  a3 
might  bee  in  theyr 
judgements  for  the 
well  ordering  of  the 
town's  occasions  and, 
as  in  their  commis- 
sion more  largely  ap- 
peareth,  the  said  de- 
puted men  did  order 
in  their  first  meeting 
and  appoint  John 
Merrill,  Richard 
Knight,  Anthony 
Short  and  John  Em- 
ery to  go  to  all  the 
inhabitants  of  the 
towne,  taking  a  true 
list  of  all  the  stock 
of  each  inhabitant, 
and  make  a  true  val- 
uation   of   all  their 

houses,  improved  land,  and  fences,  that  thereby  a  j\ist  rule  might  be  made  to  pro- 
]iortion  each  inhabitant  his  portion  of  land  about  the  new  towne,  and  removing 
of  the  inhabitants  there. 

It  was  t)rdered  at  a  meeting  of  the  eight  deputed  men  above  mentioned  that 
each  freeholder  should  have  a  house  lott  of  foure  akers.  It  was  further  ordered, 
in  respect  of  the  time  for  the  inhabitants  removing  from  the  place  they  now  in- 
habit to  that  which  is  layd  out  and  appointed  for  their  new  haliitations,  each 
inhabitant  shall  enjoy  their  house  loots  foure  years  from  the  day  of  the  date  of 
this  commission." 

One  of  the  greatest  points  of  dispute  was  the  new  location  for  the  Meeting- 
house but  this  was  ultimately  settled  and  it  was  built  where  the  "Oldtown"  burial 
ground  now  is,  opposite  the  present  church  on  High  street. 

From  this  time  the  center  of  affairs  was  near  the  mouth  of  the  Merriniac  river, 
the  territory  of  the  city  of  Newburyport, — set  off  as  a  separate  town  in  1764, — and 
as  their  history  is  outlined  in  the  Colonial  Book  of  this  series,  this  account  may 
well  terminate  with  the  passing  of  the  settlement  which  was  the  connecting 
link  with  the  mother  country. 

A  sidelight  on  the  condition  of  the  town  soon  after  its  expansion  is  furnished 
by  Samuel  Maverick  one  of  the  first  settlers  of  Boston,  who  wrote  in  1660: 

"At  the  mouth,  on  the  southside  of  Meronieck  and  upwards,  is  seated  the 
Towne  of  Newbury.  The  Houses  stand  at  a  good  distance  from  each  other,  a  feild 
and  Garden  between  each  house,  and  so  on  both  sides  of  the  street  for  4  miles  or 
thereabouts;  betweene  Salisbury  and  this  Towne  the  river  is  broader  than  the 
Thames  at  Deptford,  and  in  the  sunier  abounds  with  sturgeon,  salmon  and  other 
ffresh  water  fish.  Had  we  the  art  of  takeing  and  saveing  the  sturgeon  it  would 
prove  a  very  great  advantage,  the  country  affording  vinegar  and  other  materials  to 
do  it  withall.    In  this  Towne  and  old  Newbury  adjoining  are  2  meeting-houses." 

The  spirit  of  emigration  seems  to  have  been  strong  in  these  colonists  for  the 
town  of  Newbury  is  hardlj'  established  before  its  residents  are  to  a  considerable 
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number  seeking  grants  for  the  location  of  new  settlements.  Among  the  places 
which  owe  their  establishment  wholly  or  in  part  to  men  of  Newbury  are  Nantucket 
(previously  mentioned)  Pentucket  (Haverhill,  Massachusetts)  Pennacooke  (Con- 
cord, New  Hampshire),  Salisbury,  Hampton,  New  Hampshire,  Cochicaw  icke 
(Andover,  Massachusetts),  and  Woodbridge,  New  Jersey,  named  in  honor  of 
Rev.  John  Woodbridge,  assistajit  minister  of  the  first  chvirch  of  Newbury. 

More  than  ten  years  before  Salem's  lamentable  witchcraft  delusion  Caleb 
Powell  was  "complained  of  for  suspicion  of  working  with  the  dcvill  to  the  molest- 
ing of  William  Morse  and  his  family."  He  was  given  a  lengthy  trial  before  the 
county  court  and  was  discharged  though  not  wholly  acquitted  as  the  verdict  shows: 

"Upon  hearing  the  complaint  brought  to  this  court  against  Caleb  Powell  for 
suspicion  of  working  by  the  devill  to  the  molesting  of  the  family  of  William  Morse 
of  Newbury,  though  this  court  cannot  find  any  evident  ground  for  proceeding 
farther  against  the  sayd  Powell,  yett  we  determine  that  he  hath  given  such  ground 
for  suspicion  of  his  so  dealing  that  we  cannot  so  aquit  him  but  that  he  justlv  de- 
serves to  beare  his  owne  shame  and  the  costs  of  prosecution  of  the  coniplainl. 
It  is  referred  to  I\Ir.  Woodbridge  to  hear  and  determine  the  charges." 

The  disturbances  at  the  home  of  William  Morse  continued  during  the  incar- 
ceration of  Caleb  Powell  and  after  his  return  and  popular  judgment,  irresponsible 
but  powerful,  fastened  the  suspicion  of  witchery  upon  Elizabeth  ISIorse  the  wife  of 
William,  and  she  was  tried,  pronounced  guilty,  and  sentenced  as  follows: 
"at  A  Court  of  Adjourment  held  at  Boston,  20th  IMay,  1680: 

The  Grand  Jury  presenting  Elizabeth  morse,  ye  wife  of  Win  morse,  Sr  (she) 
was  indicted  by  the  name  of  Elizabeth  morse  for  that  she  not  hauing  the  feare  of 
God  before  hir  eyes  being  Instigated  by  the  divil  and  having  had  familiarity  with 
the  divil  contrary  to  the  peace  of  our  Sonaigne  Lord  the  King  his  crowne  6t  dig- 
nity ye  lawes  of  God  of  this  Jurisdiction:  After  the  prisoner  w as  at  ye  barre  and 
pleacled  not  Guilty  &  put  hirself  on  God  &.  ye  country  for  triall  ye  evidences 
produced  were  read  &.  committed  to  ye  Jury. 

The  Jury  brought  in  Their  virdict  &  they  found  PHizabetli  IMorse,  the 
prisoner  at  the  barre.  Guilty  according  to  Indictmt.  The  Govrrn'' on  27th  May 
after  ye  lecture  pronounced  ye  sentence:  ]%lizabeth  Morse  you  are  to  goe  from 
hence  to  the  place  from  whence  you  came  &  thence  to  the  place  of  execution,  there 
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to  be  hanged  by  the  neck  till  yon  be  dead,  And  the  Lord  have  mercy  on  your  Soul. 

This  Court  was  adjourud  diem  per  diem  &  on  1st  Jiuic  I'lSO: 
The  Cjovern"'  &  magis's  voted  Reprieving  of  Elizabeth  ]Mor>e,  condeinnJ,  till  the 
next  sessiou  of  the  Court  in  October. 

as  Attest  F.w''  Rawson,  Secretary." 

She  was,  however,  not  e.xecuted  nor  pardoned,  but  from  time  to  time  re- 
])rie\  ed,  and  finally  died  at  her  home,  on  what  is  now  known  as  Market  Square, 
Newburyport. 

One  of  the  judges  of  the  court  which  condemned  the  Salem  witches  in  was 
Samuel  Sewell  of  Newbury,  afterward  Chief  Justice,  a  kindly,  accomplished  and 
devout  man,  who  lived  to  see  these  manifestations  in  another  light,  and  to  deeply 
repent  the  decisions  which  had  condemned  the  accused  to  death.  One  day  of  each 
year  he  spent  in  fasting  and  prayer  as  an  atonement  for  this  error.  His  prophecy 
concerning  Newbury,  beautified  and  immortalized  by  Whittier,  is  a  message  of 
faith  from  the  past  and  an  inspiration  for  the  future: — 


"As  loiiK  as  Plum  Ishind,  to  truard  tlii'  i-oiust 

As  CJiiil  iipiiciiiiti'il,  sliall  ki'i'p  its  jxist  ; 

As  liint^  us  tin;  salmon  sliiiU  haunt  tin;  dfrp 

Of  III  rriniac  Kivt-r,  or  sturj;i  on  Icaj); 

As  lonn  as  pickerel  swift  and  slim, 

Or  rtd-liarked  ])ercli,  in  Crane  Pond  swim  ; 

As  long  as  tlin  annual  sea-fowl  kn<;w 

Their  time  to  eome  and  their  time  to  go ; 

As  loni,'  as  eattle  sliall  roam  at  will 

The  green,  grass  meadows  of  Turkey  Hill ; 

As  long  as  sliee])  shall  look  from  the  side 

Of  Oldtown  Hill  on  nnu-ishes  wide. 

And  Parker  liiver  and  salt-sea  tide  ; 

As  long  as  a  wandering  jiigeon  shall  seareh 

Thi'  fields  below  from  his  white-oak  i)ereli. 

When  the  barley  harv<'st  is  rijie  and  shorn, 

And  the  dry  husks  fall  from  tho  standing  eorn  ; 

As  long  lus  nature  shall  not  grow  old, 

Nor  drop  her  work  from  her  doting  hold. 

And  her  care  for  the  Indian  corn  forget, 


And  the  yellow  rows  in  pairs  to  set ; — 

So  long  shall  tlhristians  here  be  born. 

Grow  up  and  ripen  its  God's  sweet  <'iirn  ! — 

By  till'  beak  of  bird,  by  the  breath  of  frost. 

Shall  never  a  holy  ear  be  lost, 

But,  huski'd  by  death  in  the  Planter's  sight, 

Be  sown  again  in  the  lit^lds  of  light  I" 

The  Ishind  still  is  purple  with  ])lunis, 

Up  the  river  the  salmon  eojues. 

The  sturgeon  leaps,  and  the  wild-flowl  feeds 

On  hillside  beri'ies  and  niarish  seeds, — 

All  the  beavitiful  signs  remain, 

From  spring  time  sowing  to  autumn  rain 

The  good  ]nan's  vision  i  iTurns  again ! 

And  let  us  liojM-,  as  \\  i  11  we  ran, 

That  the  Silent  Ange  l  w  Im  garners  man 

May  find  some  grain  as  of  old  he  found 

In  the  human  cornfield  ripe  and  sound, 

And  the  Ijord  of  the  Harvest  deign  to  own 

The  prex'ious  seecis  by  the  fathers  sown  ! 
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Mav 

7 

1 6  7 ,) 

W  ill  '.  Clittncllonr 

.Mar. 

28, 

IC>>\ 

J'*ri\.  I'll     i>l  II*- 

Mav 

7, 

167.) 

Jolin  l)ti\'is 

Mar. 

28, 

\C?7 

J^am!  I'*oorc 

Mav 

7, 

1  f)7  1 

Josc|>li  ^s(>^'cs 

Mar. 

31  ^ 

lf)57 

I  ose  s  1*  i  1  sbii  r  \' 

Ma\- 

7^ 

1673 

Josc'|)li  IMu//. 

Mar. 

31 , 

1  (i  3  7 

lienja".  orsc 

^Nlav 

7, 

1673 

J  ( )1 1 11  W'cl)stcr 

Sept. 

29, 

[(67 

Sam;  IJartlet 

]May 

l')73 

'['ho  :  Halcr 

Sept. 

28, 

lCi58 

Ton  11    ^  c\\?  f  ^ 
\  yj  i  1 11    1^  Kj  y  ^  7> 

9^ 

167  3 

4 

John  Allen 

Mar. 

2'J, 

1659 

C  utting  !N^o \' e !i 

]Tn 

9, 

1 673 

4 

S  <>  1  o  u  1  y.  1 1      c  y  c  s 

I\Iar. 

29, 

1659 

[ oh n  J jii n t 

J  £111  . 

9, 

1673- 

4 

Robert   All  (lams 

Mar. 

27, 

1 660 

Abra;  A<lams 

Jan . 

9, 

1673 

4 

Abraham  Alcrrill 

Sept. 

30, 

16)62 

John  l^ailger 

Jan . 

9, 

1673- 

4 

1  tan  1  '.  Pcarsc  / 

!Mav 

27, 

1 663 

Joseph  tjcrrish 

Jan . 

9, 

lf)73- 

4 

Sh  ubal  I ) u mcr 

Mav 

3, 

166.  > 

John  Sewull 

Mav 

12, 

1675 

Saniiu'l      ou(  1 V 

Mav 

23, 

16(,', 

John  I^ic  hard  son 

Mav 

12, 

1()75 

Cakb  M()o.l\-      .  , 

Mav 

23, 

li>(,:, 

Sam :  Sa  \  e r 

Mav 

12, 

167  5 

W'"'  I\flsbur\' 

\.i)r 

29, 

1  (')( iS 

1    11  j  orse 

12, 

l')7  ^ 

Janu  s  (  )ni  \s  a  v 

Aiir 
.  1 1 '  1 . 

29, 

1  I'll  iS 

Tho;  W'ells 

Sept 

28, 

1975 

Xalh;  Clarke 

Apr. 

29, 

1  (i(.S 

J<  tse])h   M orsi." 

Sept 

28, 

lf)75 

Tristram  Coifm 

Aiir. 

29, 

Wi(,S 

Rich.  Dume  r  Jnn. 

Mas 

23, 

1(.77 

James  Kent 

^fav 

19, 

lod'i 

lien;  Short 

May 

23, 

1977 

J  1 1 "  l-v  e  n  t 

:\Ia\ 

19, 

1  (,l|0 

Ste])h :  ( ireenlea t 

May 

23, 

1()77 

Jn"   HarlKl.  Jnn. 

19, 

I  lld'l 

J  aevtb   1  opan 

:May 

23, 

1677 

Jn"  W'ells 

Mav 

19, 

1 

Iv  le h  1  Ha rtlet ,  Jnn. 

May 

23, 

1 677 

Abicl  Somersb\' 

Mav 

19, 

lOd'l 

I iuj:  Dole 

Oct. 

15, 

1679 

1 1  e  n  r  \"  J  ae  1 1  n  i  s  1 1 

Ma\ 

1'', 

Idd'l 

John  Se \\ all 

April  15, 

1979 

1  >  e  n  j  a  [    I ,  o  \s  e  1 1 

Ma  v 

19. 

1  (iij'i 

Charles  Ann  is 

April  15, 

l(i79 

John   lla\  lev 

Ma  \- 

1  9 

1  (,(,!) 

John  Renj^itta*  1**  tiiiiL;t  ll 

'April 

1  5, 

1(,79 

yo>iej>h  I'lnnier 

.Mav 

1 1 

1 ()7() 

Caleb  I >( > \  1 1 1 o n 

Mar. 

29, 

1 68 1 

IVi] j:  Kolfc 

■\  J  ;|  y 

1 1 

1  ^7(1 

I)aniel   1  nnt 

I'eb. 

7, 

1  (,f^2- 

J''llll      1  JLlll. 

M  a\' 

1670 

i  'tin  iti  »vii.iriii 

heb. 

-J 

I'ranc  ;  Tlinrlo 

May 

1 1 , 

l(i7(i 

W'm .  Moody 

I'eb. 

1682 

3 

Xicbo:  liatt 

May 

1 1 , 

1671) 

(yeorj^c  ^larcli 

May 

19, 

1683 

job  I'ilslniry 

May 

1 1 , 

1679 

Joseph  Knight 

h'eb. 

13, 

1683 

-4 

I'anl  White 

May 

31 , 

1()71 

Tymothy  Xo\-s 

Feb. 

13. 

1683 

-4 

riio:  Xi>vcs 

May 

31, 

1(.71 

James  Jackman 

I'eb. 

13, 

1683 

-4 

Jonathan  Morse 

May 

31 , 

n>7i 

W'"  Ivlsly 

Feb. 

13, 

1683 

4 

James  hniilh 

Max 

31 , 

1(.7I 

Dane!  Merrill 

May 

7, 

108-1 

John  Smith 

May 

31, 

1(.71 

J  no  iiartlet 

May 

7, 

1684 

1/ 


'r>>. Ml  i/. 
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NEWBURY 


IIK  production  of  llu-  Xcwbiiry  patU-rn,  the  significance  of  the  name 
of  which  is  api)arcut  from  tlie  lorcgoing  pages,  was  the  fullilnicnt 
of  a  delinite  pur]X)se  which  rccogni/eil  the  a\  aiUihil  it y  of  a  design 
having  the  purity  and  sinqjlicity  of  the  early  Colonial  work  with 
such  enrichment  as  was  possible  with  the  preservation  of  this 
character. 

llesides  the  wide  and  rapidly  extending  interest  based  cm  the  sentiment  ol 
ancestral  associations,  there  are  fundamental  principles  of  good  taste  in  sup])ort 
of  the  uni\'ersal  appreciation  of  Colonial  architecture  ami  furniture.  True  beauty 
of  ilesign  always  reflects  the  nature  of  the  materials  and  a  straightforward  metluHl 
of  sulijecting  them.  In  early  days  when  ajiplianees  were  few  and  sinqile  this 
being  the  path  of  least  resistance  was  naturally  followed.  The  reliued  and  delicate 
mouldings  on  a  Colonial  door  or  mantel  were  made  by  hand  by  a  joiner  whose 
])hysical  strength  would  have  been  insufficient  to  projiel  a  plane  large  enough  to 
jjroducc  the  exaggerations  so  easily  turned  out  by  the  powerful  machines  of  today. 
In  like  manner  the  Colonial  silversmith  fashioned  his  wares  with  hammer  and 
anvil  into  the  shapes  that  such  tools  would  naturally  form,  and  adorned  them  with 
the  tracery  of  the  graver  or  chasing  tool.  Relhienient  within  these  limitations 
\\as  his  highest  aim,  and  with  all  the  possibilities  of  \aried  and  resistless  machin- 
ery we  can  today  produce  nothing  more  beautiful  or  worthy. 

'file  Xewbury  pattern,  while  from  commercial  necessity  made  by  moilein 
methods,  might  easily  have  been  hammered  out  and  similarly  ornamented  liy  the 
Colonial  workman.  The  bowls  of  the  do/tn-work  are  studii-d  with  especial  care 
and  follow  the  most  symmetrical  moilels. 

An  especial  convenience  possessed  bv  this  line  ul  I'latware  is  the  mul t ij)! ic ity 
of  si/es  of  these  standard  pieces  bv  wli  ich  is  dlilained  a  range  of  ])riees  to  meet 
all  rcipi  irements  while  ]jreser\-ing  an  etjually  advantageous  distribution  ol  siUer 
\vith  coiisetiuent  uniformity  of  strength  and  proportion.  This  has  also  another 
aiKanlage  where  the  indi\'idiurl  e(juipmeut  is  extensive  in  that  a  si/e  of  spcxiu  or 
fiirk  can  be  selected  that  wiW  be  best  adapted  for  any  ])artirular  use. 

It  is  available  in  chest  combinatioms  from  the  simplest  to  that  of  several 
hundred  jdeces  embracing  a  complete  outfit  suitable  for  a  bridal  gift.  These  can 
be  obtaiiK-d  oiiU'  of  JeweU  rs  and  dealers  in  silverware. 


THE  TOWLE  MFG.  COMPANY  DOES  NO  RETAIL  BUSINESS  ANYWHERE 


TOWLE  MFG.  COMPANY 

Silversmiths 


NEWBURYPORT  :  MASSACHUSETTS 
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"jM  e  w  b  u  ry' 


Tea  Fork 


lis 


ACTUAL  SIZE 


Dessert  Fork. 


V  V 


Table  Fork,  No.  )J. 


T.ible  Fork, 
Nos.  i9  and  4?. 


Sterling  Silver 
925 


1000 


FINE 


^1 


32 


*-yv  e  w  o  u  ry^  

Berry  Spoon,  small.  Orange  Spoon.  Berry  Spoon,  large.  /         -  ■ 
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Cracker  Scoop. 


Nut  Spoon,  small. 


ACTUAL  SIZE 


Sterling  Silver 
925 


1000 


FINE 


56 
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Cbest  IFlo.  361. 

"COMMON  SENSE." 

Oak  or  Mahogany,  with  name-plate  and  feet.     Height,  4ie  inches.      Front,  17i  inches. 

Front  to  back,  12  inches. 
Accomodates  5  dozen  Spoons  and  Forks  in   ten  vertical  piles,   2    dozen  Knives,  and 

3  Piece  Carving  Set. 

DECK.  \ 

12  Tea  Spoons  12  Dessert  Forks 

J  2  Dessert  Spoons  J  2  Table  Forks 

J  2  Table  Spoons  3  Piece  Carving  Set 
LID. 

12  Dessert  Knives  12  Medium  Knives 


64 


Sndex 


I 


Almond  Scoop 

.  35 

Asiiaragus  Fork 

42 

Asparagus  Tonga 

58 

Beef  Fork,  large 

40 

13t^Gf  Fork,  small 

40 

Berry  Spoon,  large 

33 

I.ii--rry  Spoon,  Bmall 

33 

Berry  Fork 

39 

Bird  Fork 

63 

Bird  Carver 

63 

Bon  Bon  Scoop 

57 

Bouillon  Ladle 

36-37 

Bouillon  Spoon 

34 

Bread  Fork 

39 

Breakfast  Spoon 

29 

Butter  Knife  Pick  ; 

Z% 

Butter  Pick 

S8 

Butter  Knife,  large 

39 

Butter  Knife,  small 

59 

Butter  Spreader 

02 

Butter  Spreader,  H.  H. 

012 

Cake  Knife 

59 

Cheese  Scoop 

50 

Cheese  Server 

48 

C-nilQ  s  Ivnlfe 

62 

Chlla  s  ivnlte,  H.  11, 

G2 

Child's  Foi-k 

62 

Chocolate  ]\Iuddler 

34 

Chocolate  Spoon 

.i-i 

Coffee  Spoon 

28 

Cold  IMeat  Fork 

•10 

Confection  Spoon  ' 

43 

Cracker  Scoop 

56 

Cream  Ladle 

'  36-37 

Croquette  Server 

52-53 

Crumb  Knife 

44-45 

Cucumber  Sei'ver 

51 

Dessert  Fork 

31 

Dessert  Knife 

63 

Dessei  t  Spoon,  No.  2G 

20 

Dessert  Spoon,  No.  30 

29 

Desaert  Spoon,  No.  31 

23 

Egg  Spoon 

3S 

Fish  Fork 

44-45 

Fish  Fork,  Ind. 

^  .  4Q 

B'luh  Knife 

44-45 

Fish  Knife,  Ind, 

59 

Food  Pusher 

S3 

Fruit  Knife 

59 

C\s\  m  A  On  rvAT* 

V-ZCLlilC     V_>  t4  1  V 

60-61 

60-51 

86-37 

Horso  Radish  Spoon 

38 

Ice  Cream  Fork 

43 

Ice  Cream  Spoon 

32 

Ice  Cream  Sei-ver 

62-53 

Ice  Cream  Slicer,  H.  H. 

62-:3 

Ice  Spoon,  large 

55 

Ice  Spoon,  email 

57 

Icq  Tonga 

58 

Jelly  Knife 

50 

Jelly  Spoon 

32 

Ix-monadc  Spoon 

34 

Lemon  Server 

48 

Letiuco  Fork 

89 

Lobster  Fork 

40 

Macaroni  Server 

51 

Meat  Cai'ver 

oil-  bi 

Ivleat  Fork 

(jU-o  1 

Medium  Knife 

C  1 

ilustard  Spoon 

Zi 

Nut  Spoon,  large 

57 

Nut  Spoon,  small 

56 

Olive  Fork 

39 

Olive  Fcii'k,  small 

"JC 
00 

Olive  Spoon 

35 

Orange  Spoon 

33 

Oyster  Fork 

33 

Oyster  Ladle 

3G-37 

Oyster  Server 

51 

Pap  Spoon 

29 

Patty  Server 

49 

Pea  Server 

55 

Pickle  Fork 

42 

Pie.  Knife 

46 

Plo  Server 

52-53 

Platter  Spoon 

44-15 

Preserve  Spoon 

32 

Pudding  Spoon 

47 

Punch  Ladle 

3G-37 

Roast  nolder,  small 

GO-Gl 

Roast  Holder,  small 

GO-Gl 

Salad  Fork,  Ind.  small 

41 

Salad  Fork,  Ind,  large 

41 

Salad  Fork 

54 

Salad  Spoon             ■  • 

54 

Salt  Spoon 

37 

Salt  Spoon,  Ind. 

37 

Sardine  Fork,  large 

43 

Sardine  Fork,  small 

43 

Ser\'lng  ,Spoon 

45 

Soup  Ladle 

3G-37 

Soup  Siioon,  small 

31 

Soup  Sijoon,  large 

S3 

Spinach  Fork 

41 

Steel 

CO-Gl 

Sugar  Spoon,  small 

32 

Sugar  Spoon,  large 

82 

Sugar  Sifter 

25 

Sugar  Tonga 

58 

Table  Fork,  No.  33 

31 

Table  Fork,  No.  S9 

31 

Table  Fork,  No.  46- 

31 

Table  Spoon,  No  2D 

30 

Table  Spoon,  No.  33 

30 

Table  Spoon,  No.  39 

30 

Table  Spoon,  No.  4i> 

'?f) 

Table  Spoon,  No.  49 

'  30 

Tea  Fork 

"  31 

Tea  Spoon,  P.  M. 

23 

Tea  Spoon,  No.  0 

28 

Tea  Spoon,  No..  10 

28 

Tea  Spoon,  No.  12 

28 

Tea  Spoon,  No.  14 

28 

Tea  Spoon,  No.  IS 

29 

Tea  Spoon,  No.  18 

29 

Terrapin  Fork 

39 

Tete-a-Tete  Tones 

53 

Toast  Server 

43 

Tomato  Server 

49 

Vegetable  Fork 

50 

Vegetable  Spoon 

47 

Wafllo  Server 

48 

'I  I 
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